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Cal OSHA cites ‘misjudgment’ 


www. Daily49er.com 


as factor in elevator accident 


No elevator 
malfunctions were 
found during the 
investigation. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
Assistant City Editor 


After a six-month investigation, a 
newly released report has cited human 
“misjudgment of a hazardous situa- 
tion” as a factor in an accident when 
a 48-year-old Cal State Long Beach 
employee was crushed in an elevator. 

The California Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration conducted 
trials of the accident that occurred in 


CSULB 
Engineering 
students 
participate 
in global 
competition 


Electronics engineering 
majors Manmeen 


Kaur and Pushpender : 


Singh place top 25 in 
world. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
Assistant City Editor 


Two Cal State Long Beach engi- 
neering students finished as one of the 
top teams Friday in an international 
engineering and business competition 
that took place in Paris. 

The competition, called Go Green 


In The City, featured CSULB students - 


Pushpender Singh, a senior electron- 
ics engineering major, and Manmeen 
Kaur, a junior electronics engineering 
major. 

Go Green in the City is an interna- 
tional case competition for university- 
level engineering and business stu- 
dents, Kaur said. The goal was to come 
up with an innovative and clever solu- 
tion for one of the five essential urban 
issues: home, retail, hospital, univer- 
sity and water. 

Singh and Kaur sought inspiration 
from Walter Martinez, a part-time 
lecturer in CSULB’s engineering tech- 
nology department. Their final project 
proposed a way to harness electricity 
from freeway traffic. 

“Our team got shortlisted to be one 
of the top 100 teams from 600 teams,” 
Kaur said. “That is 1,200 students from 


See ENGINEERING, Page 3 


elevator 2 of the Foundation Building. 
The investigation summary concluded 
there were no elevator malfunctions. 

Annette Lujan of Huntington Beach, 
who worked in the Foundation Build- 
ing, tried to crawl out of the elevator 
when it was stuck between the second 
and third floor. She was crushed on the 
neck and shoulders it dropped. 


The Daily 49er reported in March. 


that there were other maintenance 
problems with elevator 2 within 
the last year and a half, according 
to service records by completed by 
Schindler Elevator Corp. 

On Oct. 1, 2011 the elevator was re- 
ported bouncing on the third floor and 
needed oil. On Oct. 19, 2010, the eleva- 
tor was jumping before reaching the 
third floor and would jerk, according 
to service records. 


Tash Kushi volunteers his time to trim a black pine tree in the Cal State Long Beach Japanese garden on Sunday. 


The 
Art of 


Tree 
Trimming 


By MoniQuE CARNES 
Features Editor 


ost people may 
of 
trimming trees 
as being a “tra- 
ditional wart 
form,” but to Cal State Long Beach 
alumnus Tash Kushi, there is no other 


not think 


way to trim a black pine tree. 


The Earl Burns Miller Japanese 
Garden hosted a workshop Sun- 


Cal OSHA investigated the condi- 
tions of the elevator for six months 
and attempted to recreate the exact cir- 
cumstances under which Lujan died. 

“We did an exhaustive investiga- 
tion — our elevator experts, the com- 
pany’s experts and an independent 
testing lab could not find a mechanical 
failure that caused the elevator car to 
drift down,” Cal OSHA Chief Ellen 
Widess said. “That is why we did not 
issue a citation.” 

Investigators opened the manual 
lowering valve to conduct the test and 
found no evidence to show that the 
valve was open prior to Lujan’s death. 

According to Cal OSHA, the eleva- 
tor car that Lujan died in passed in- 
spection and had no signs of problems. 


See OSHA, Page 2 
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Student employee attempted helping Lujan out of 
elevator as it started to move downward. 


The elevator caught Lujan’s neck and shoulders. 


Student employee is observed on surveillance video 
screaming. 


Lujan died shortly thereafter from traumatic asphyxia. 


day to educate spectators about the 


unique technique of trimming black 
pine trees. Professional Japanese tree 
trimmers have been volunteering 
their services to the garden annually 


Tash Kushi, has been volunteering at the 
Japanese Garden for more than 20 years. 


SHILAH MONTIEL Daity 49ER 


for 25 years. 

Kushi is the president of the South- 
east Ueki Tree Trimming club, and 
he brought nine club members to the 
workshop. The Ueki club worked 
with the Torrance Tree Trimming 
club to trim the black pines. 

“This started in 1987, so I was here 
the very first time that this started 25 
years ago,” Kushi said. 

According to Kushi, the garden 
has been open for 30 years, and dur- 
ing the first five years, the black pines 
were too young, so they did not need 
to be trimmed. 

“The trees grow differently be- 
cause of the climate,” Kushi said. 
“We try to make it look the same, but 
it’s a totally different climate.” 


See TRmMING, Page 3 
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Jordan Royce, senior print making major, takes a smoking break before getting back to work at the 
art store in upper campus. 
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Proposition 29 cigarette tax 
failing by narrow margin 


Votes on the initiative 
are split by less than 
one percent. 


By SHANE NEWELL 
Assistant City Editor 


Supporters of Proposition 29 have 
admitted defeat after nearly three 
weeks of vote counting. The California 
ballot initiative was designed to raise 
the tax on cigarette packs by $1 to fund 
cancer research. 

Although the official vote count will 
not be released until early July, sup- 
porters of Prop. 29 have said there are 
not enough votes remaining to close the 
0.3 percent gap, according to a press 
release from the “Yes on 29’ campaign. 

The initiative could have generated 
as much as $855 million by 2012-13 and 
would have created a nine-person com- 
mittee to appropriate the tax revenue 
funds. 

“I support Prop. 29 because it is 
raising cigarette prices which would 
decrease the number of people who are 
smoking,” Chloee Farris, a sophomore 
film and creative writing major, said. “I 
think smoking is a bad habit and I sup- 
port increasing funding for life-saving 
research.” 

Joshua Johnston, a sophomore crim- 


inal justice major who smokes ciga- 
rettes, also supported Prop. 29. 
“Anything that helps prevent people 
from smoking is a good thing to me,” 
Johnston said. “I definitely feel that a 


EAS tax of cigarettes would help me - 


quit.” 

Opponents of Prop. 29, like sopho- 
more film major Greg Krish, expressed 
concern over the tax that would in- 
crease total cigarette tax in California 
to $1.87 per pack. 

“Prop. 29 has no personal bearing on 
my decision to smoke,” Krish said. “I’Il 
quit when I feel like my health is at risk, 
and when I feel that I no longer need, or 
even want, to smoke.” : 

Ranil Weerackoon, a sophomore 
mathematics major, also opposed Prop. 
29. 

“Personally I don’t like smoking,” 
Weerackoon said. “If Prop. 29 would 
have passed, I think it would not have 
stopped smokers from smoking be- 
cause the tax increase proposal was too 
modest.” 

If the ballot initiative had passed, 
California would have the 16th high- 
est tobacco tax in the United States, at 
$1.87. The national average for ciga- 
rette tax is $1.49, according to tobac- 
cofreekids.org. 

Cal State Long Beach’s smoking 
policy remains the same. No smok- 
ing is permitted within 20 feet of 
building entrances, windows and air 
intakes on campus. 


Daily 49er named No. 1 
college newspaper in SoCal 


The newspaper won 
first in the youth 
media category. 


By JAYNEE MATHIS 
Assistant News Editor 


The Daily 49er was awarded best 
college newspaper for the 2011-12 
school year at the annual Southern 
California Journalism Awards held 
last Sunday. 

The Los Angeles Press Club has 
honored journalists for 54 years at 
the Southern California Journal- 
ism Awards. The Daily 49er ranked 
above the Los Angeles Collegian 
from Los Angeles City College and 
the El Don from Santa Ana City Col- 
lege. 

“I was proud of our budget cut 
coverage,’ Zien’ Halwani, who 
served as the Daily 49er’s editor-in- 
chief in 2011-12, said. “We were on 


top of aren thine? 

Halwani said he believed the 
Daily 49er was responsible for cov- 
ering all CSU budget cut meetings, 
protests and hunger strikes because 
Cal State Long Beach is the closest 
Cal State University campus to the 
Chancellor’s Office. 

The judges commended the Daily 
49er on its investigative reporting 
and recognized the newspaper for 
being well-researched and taking 
student issues to heart. The Press 
Club also said the Daily 49er had 
a great layout with a good mix of 
news, entertainment, opinions and 
sports. 

In April, the Daily 49er was rec- 
ognized nationally in the Society of 
Professional Journalists Mark of Ex- 
cellence Award contest. 

Stefan. Agregado, photo editor of 
the Daily 49er, and Steven Carcano, 
sports photo editor of the Daily 49er, 
each won first place prizes in the cat- 
egories of Breaking News Photogra- 
phy and Sports Photography, respec- 
tively, in 2011-12. 
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Cal OSHA and the elevator mainte- 
nance company also investigated the el- 
evator’s components to see if they were 
defective and found it inconclusive. 
According to the investigation, Lu- 
jan died of traumatic asphyxia after 


being crushed between the hoistway ~ 


wall at the top threshold and the top of 
the elevator car. 

A student worker at the Foundation 
Building had attempted to help Lujan 
out of the stuck elevator but was un- 
able to after the elevator plummeted 


down the shaft. 

CSULB attorney Andrew Jones said 
that CSULB has “not been served with 
a lawsuit, and to my knowledge the 
[Lujan] family has not filed one against 
the school either.” 

However, Jones said that the family 
had filled out a claim form under the 
California Tort Claims Act. The act 
states that any person seeking to sue a 
public entity must fill out a form first, 
regardless of whether they will eventu- 
ally sue or not. 

Lujan’s family could not be reached 
for a comment. 

Cal OSHA will not issue a citation 
as a result of the investigation. 
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Cal State senior appointed as first student 
trustee on chancellor search committee 


Jillian Ruddell 
will represent the 


‘student voice for the 


upcoming decision. 


By ANGELA RATZLAFF 
News Editor 


Human rights activist and Cal State 
University Chico student, Jillian Rud- 
dell, has been selected as the single 
student trustee to be a part of the se- 
lection process for the next CSU chan- 
cellor. 

Ruddell is part of the eight-member 
special committee that will meet 10 
a.m. to noon Thursday in the CSU 
Chancellor’s Office in Long Beach to 
receive input from CSU stakeholders 
and the public as the committee begins 
the search for a new chancellor. 

She is serving her second year in 
her two-year term as a student trustee, 
which gives her the power to vote on 
CSU issues. 

“We, by statute, have two student 
trustees on the board,” CSU Spokes- 
man Erik Fallis said. “In the first year, 
they are still a trustee and they engage 
in conversation ... but do not vote. In 
the second year, they gain the power to 
vote.” 

Student government is not foreign 
to Ruddell. She has been involved in 
student government since high school, 
where she served as vice president of 
her class. 

“When I came to Chico State, it was 
second nature to become involved,” she 
said. 

All students who apply to join the 
Board go through a rigorous process, 
Fallis said. According to Miles Nevin, 
executive ‘director of the California 
State Student Association, prospective 


students initially apply for the position, 
are reviewed by the Board, interviewed 
by a student panel and finally are evalu- 
ated and interviewed by the state gov- 
ernor. 

“TRuddell] stood out,’ Nevin said. 
“She proves that she can be a good rep- 
resentative for students. She articulates 
what issues are important:” 

After becoming involved in the 
Board, Ruddell found a new passion for 
higher education. As part of her posi- 
tion, she focuses on issues such as stu- 
dent accessibility and affordability of 
higher education. 

“Equality and equity is important ... 
everyone should have an equal oppor- 
tunity for higher education,” she said. 

Aside from being a part of student 


government, Ruddell involves herself 


in women and minority rights activism. 
She has served as the director of the 
Associated Students Women’s Center 
and has been a committee member for 
Conversations on Diversity at CSUC. 

“Tt shows she has a genuine interest 
in those issues,” Nevin said. “She un- 
derstands our student population.” 

Jaime Sandoval; a senior math major 
at Cal State Long Beach, said he likes 
that a student will be involved in the 
chancellor selection process. 

“I think it’s good because the stu- 
dent has a voice,” he said. “It would be 
down to earth, to our level.” 

However, other students believe that 
one student vote might not make much 
of a difference when only one of the 
eight trustees is a student. 

“It depends on how much involve- 
ment they allow from the student,” 
senior English literature major Trevor 
Kosareff said. “It goes a lot deeper ... 
it is more of a political stunt to pacify 
the student qualm.” E 

Regardless of student doubts, Rud- 
dell said she looks forward to partici- 
pating in the upcoming process. 

“T think it’s absolutely wonderful 
that there is a student representative 
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Tash Kushi cuts off the dead branches of the black pine trees. 


JILLIAN RUDDELL 


Jillian Ruddell is the only student to participate in the selection 
process of a CSU chancellor. The decision will be made by fall. 


and that that student is me,” she said. 
“T understand the concern with one stu- 
dent vote on-the committee. We all have 
our voice ... | share my opinion and the 
greater opinion of the population.” 

Ruddell is triple majoring in multi- 
cultural studies, gender/women’s stud- 
ies and political science, as well as 
minoring in sexual diversity and soci- 
ology. Once she graduates, she hopes to 
pursue a doctorate and become a pro- 
fessor in sociology, human studies or 
gender studies. 


TRIMMING 
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The black pines are hand-trimmed 
with different sized tools. While trim- 
ming, the gardeners have to go in be- 
tween the branches to get the dead 
plants out the way that will allow the 
sun to shine through. 

According to Kushi, the trees need 
to be trimmed in such a careful manner 
because of the overall health of the tree. 

“Without the trimming, it becomes 
a big bush,” Kushi said. “There’s no 
shape or anything. We need to trim it to 
let the sun come through, so really it’s 
for the health of the tree.” 

The trimming of the black pines is 
looked at as an art, so finding workers 
to trim the trees can be expensive. Not 
many people specialize in trimming 
these types of trees, and according to 
Kushi, the best way to get trained is to 


She said she will continue to sup- 
port higher education by practicing 
higher education advocacy in her ca- 
reer. 

Chancellor Charles B. Reed retired 
from his 14-year tenure on May 24. 
The eight-member Special Commit- 
tee for the Selection of the Chancellor 
includes Ruddell, Bill Hauck, Roberta 
Achtenberg, Bernadette Cheyne (facul- 
ty), Debra Farar, Kenneth Fong, Steven 
Glazer and board chair Bob Linscheid 
(alumnus). 


go on the job and learn. 

“The tree is very expensive,” Kushi 
said. “The cost of the tree itself can 
be several thousands of dollars each. 
That’s why you have to really maintain 
these trees. Long Beach State saves a 
lot of money because if you hire some- 
one, say like myself to trim the trees, it 
might cost $150 each tree.” 

Kushi has his own black pine tree 
trimming business, serving clients 
from Santa Maria to San Clemente. 

“Tn reality, I owe a lot of my life from 
Long Beach State,” Kushi said. “I grad- 
uated from Long Beach State. I met my 
wife — she wasn’t a Long Beach State 
Student, but her cousin who introduced 
us was. My wife and I have been mar- 
ried for 23 years now, so we owe a lot of 
our life to Long Beach State. It means 
a lot to me to give back to Long Beach 
State.” 

Kushi has been trimming the gar- 
den’s trees himself for about 22 or 23 
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around the world.” 

During the second part of the 
competition, Singh and Kaur sub- 
mitted an 800-word summary of 
their project, which landed them 
in the final group of 25 teams in 
Paris. 

“Although we couldn’t make it 
to be the winning team, we believe 
that coming so far in the competi- 
tion was a great opportunity in it- 
self,’ Kaur said. “We got to meet 
executives from the company Sch- 
neider Electric and network. It was 
an amazing experience.” 

While in Paris, Singh and Kaur 
competed against teams from na- 
tions like Germany, Brazil and 
China. 

“The best thing about the event 
was we came across people with 
different culture, educational back- 
grounds,” Kaur said. “It was an 
amazing experience to present our 
idea to a panel of judges and get 
their feedback.” 

Schneider Electric, the company 
that organizes the competition, has 
held similar events in the past. Go 
Green In The City also took place 
in Paris last year. ; 

The winners of the competition 
came from Brazil, while the run- 
ner-up teams came from the United 
States and Turkey. 

“We think Go Green In The 
City is a great opportunity for stu- 
dents to excel,” Kaur said. “This 
competition has definitely made 
us much more confident and we 
will always cherish those three 
days in Paris.” - 

Singh and Kaur hope to expand 
on their project idea and develop 
a system that could actually solve 
one of the United State’s leading 
energy problems. 

“We are very happy to make our 
parents, professors and the univer- 
sity proud,” Kaur said. “Without 
their support, we believe it would 
have not been possible.” 


years, he said, because he missed the 
trimming a few times. 

“You think you graduate and you'll 
never see the school again, but then you 
end up coming back,” Kushi said. 

Following the workshop, guests were 
able to view a 30-minute movie about the 
history of tree trimming at the garden. 

“We wanted to communicate not 
only the maintenance of the trees, but 
also the culture of the trees, so we cre- 
ated a video,” said Jeanette Schelin, di- 
rector of the Japanese Garden. 

After the film was over, the three 
tree trimming clubs were presented 
with plaques thanking them for their 
services to the garden. 

“One of the things that we begin to 
realize is that this collection could not 
come about without the influence, the 
care and the investments of many peo- 
ple,” Schelin said. 

To view a video of the tree trimming 
process visit www.daily49er.com. 
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Chancellor committee needs 


“No taxation without representa- 
tion” was the rallying cry Ameri- 
can 


Our View. ass VS THAT Tue - 


used 


the American Revolutionary War 
to declare their grievances towards 
the British Parliament. 

Students of the Cal State Uni+ 
versity system should use a similar 
cry when it comes to the search for 
their new chancellor. 

“No selection without student 
representation.” 

The special committee in charge 
of seeking out the next CSU chan- 
cellor is made up of eight members. 

Of the eight members, only one 
is a student. 

The lone student, Jillian Ruddell, 
goes to CSU Chico. She is a multi- 
cultural and gender studies major 
who minors in woman studies,: 
with plans to add another major in 
political science. 

Active in many campus 
organizations and academics, 
Ruddell also received the William 
Randolph Hearst/ CSU Trustees 
Award in Outstanding Achiéve- 
ment in 2010. 

Ruddell is serving her second 
year in her two-year term on the 
Board of Trustees. This is the 
first time she will have any voting 
power. 

However, as qualified as Ruddell 
is to be a CSU student representa- 
tive, is her one voice enough to 
steer the special committee towards 
selecting the best chancellor for 
CSU students? 

In the CSU system, there are 
more than 400,000 students enrolled across.23 campuses. 

We, as students, are the biggest stakeholders in this decision. 

Yet, our voice is represented by one-eighth of this search com- 
mittee. ; 

This doesn’t add up. 

In order to have accurate student representation, the Board 
of Trustees should add more qualified students to the chancellor 
search committee. * 

Students are the ones paying the tuition and fees that help fund 
the CSU system. 

In fact, if it weren’t for our desire to learn, the Board of Trustees 
wouldn’t exist in the first place. 

Each student faces different trials and tribulations with their 


during CHANCELLOR WAVING 
US IN To VOTE? 


education. 

Narrowing our strong voice down to one representative ignores 
who the CSU should be listening to. 

Adding more students to the committee would not diminish the 
role of other trustees. 

With their experience in the CSU system, the trustees have a bet- 
ter understanding of what qualities the new chancellor should have. 
With less experience, students may not necessarily understand 
everything the chancellor does. A 

But even with less experience, qualified students should contrib- 
ute more to the chancellor selection process. 

The student trustee has limited weight in the vote for new chan- 
cellor, making the seven other trustees the brains of the organiza- 
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more students 


Nope. Just nim 


GIVING US THE 
Bian. 


tion. 

It is the CSU’s mission to serve its students. But it is a disservice 
to have so few students involved in such a big decision. 

On Thursday, the chancellor committee will have an open meet- 
ing to listen to the thoughts and ideas of CSU students, faculty, 
parents and constituents. 

During this meeting, Ruddell will need to listen very well. 
She will hear the many differing voices from her fellow stu- 
dents. 

Whether or not she will be able to synthesize students’ desires 
and concerns to produce an appropriate chancellor for the CSU is 


. yet to be determined. 


Whatever the case, we will still only have one-eighth of a say. 


More states should allow children to carry sunscreen at school 


In Tacoma, Wash., a mother of two found her 
daughters badly burnt after school and requested 
sunscreen be made available to them during hot 
sunny days. 

Her request was denied. 

In 49 of the 50.states in the U.S., it is forbid- 
den for children to apply or carry sunscreen with 
them to class. California is the only state that 
allows SPF lotion at school. 

Yes, even students in Hawaii have to leave 
their sunblock at home, upless they have a note 
from their doctor. 

Sunscreen is recommended by doctors, teach- 
ers and parents to provide much-needed protec- 
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tion from the sun. It’s purchased in the impulse- 
aisles in grocery stores next to gum and lip balm. 

Without sunscreen, we are susceptible to harm- 
ful rays from the sun that can lead to very serious 
skin cancers and more. 

The mother blogged about 
her pale-white children being 
terribly burnt on a day that 
began with rain. 

In no way could she have 
anticipated a sunny day. 

Dan Voelpel, Tacoma school district spokes- 
man told ABC news, “Since so many additives in 
lotions and sunscreens cause an allergic reaction 
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in some children, we really have to monitor that.” 

In this defense, Washington school districts 
focus more on select students with allergies. 
Meanwhile, skin cancer can affect anyone. 

The most critical time to seek protection from 
the sun is before the age of 
18. This is the time when 23 
percent of the skin damage is 
caused to one’s body. Every 
decade adds another 10 percent 
of skin damage after age 18. 

Sunblock is not a prescribed medication. It is 
purchased over-the-counter. 

With the recent scares of melanoma, the most 
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critical form of skin cancer, schools should focus 
on how to protect children from the sun’s harmful 
rays. 

The law forbidding any students to carry or 
apply sunblock at school in any state is ridiculous. 
It’s dangerous and I am glad to say we live in the 
one state that does not follow such poppycock. 
Living in a place where it reaches temperatures 
of 115 degrees, it seems unreal to live without it. 
Wear your sunscreen everybody. Protect that skin 
this summer! 

Krista Brooks is a junior journalism student 
and the assistant opinions editor for the Daily 
49er. 
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The CSU system should take a risk and rescind the tuition hike 


To rescind tuition or to not rescind tuition? 
That is the multimillion-dollar question the Cal 
State University will have to answer if they want 
money from the state next year. 

Legislators have decided to award both the 
CSU and UC systems $125 million in 2013-14 
if the systems freeze tuition for the upcoming 
school year. 

The deal rests on Gov. Jerry Brown’s tax initia- 
tive that voters will consider in November, mean- 
ing if the CSU agreed to halt the nine percent 
tuition increase, they would be putting all of their 
eggs into one basket. 

Not only has the CSU already started to 
collect tuition from the students that have been 
registered for the fall, but it has also allocated 
- those fees into its budget. If the CSU decides 


to take the deal Sacramento is offering, there 
would be a considerable hole in this year’s 
budget. 

As a student who is one year away from gradu- 


ation, I have to say I’m in favor of the CSU taking 


this risk. 

Tuition and fees have in- 
creased so much since I started. 
I cringe every time | think 
about my growing debt. 

Even though I wouldn’t 
like to see my tuition increase, I can’t ignore 
the problems my school will face in the near 
future. ‘ 

If the CSU halts tuition, they will not have the 
funds they need this year and instead have to wait 
another year for state support. 


CHASEN DOERR 


If they halt tuition, they will have to make up 
the difference elsewhere, meaning we as students 
will suffer in other ways than in our wallets. 

Students are tired of tuition increases. That is 
marked by recent hunger strikes and the Novem- 
ber protest at the Chancellor’s Office. 

As the economy continues 
to remain stagnant, students 
are graduating with debt and 
unable to find jobs, even at 
Starbucks. 

If the CSU continues to raise tution, it will be 


‘blocking brilliant students out of the system who 


just can’t afford it. 
The stakes are high. If the tax initiative in No- 


vember doesn’t pass, the system will lose not only 


$250 million in state funds but also the tuition 


buyout of $125 million. 

For those of you who can’t count, that is a $375 
million dollar loss in state funds. 

Either way, higher education in California is 
going to be in a terrible position these next few 
years. I’m glad to be getting out soon because 
the future looks more grisly than what I’ve 
faced. 

While neither option is a favorable one, the 
CSU should take the tuition-freeze money. 

Even though it will make 2012-13 a tight year 
budget-wise, the CSU will have some money to 
work with as long as the tax initiative passes and 
the CSU avoids the trigger cut. 

It is a gamble, but hopefully it will pay off. 

Chasen Doerr is a senior journalism student 
and the opinions editor of the Daily 49er. 


Steroid use in cycling is leading to a decline in interest in the sport 


The 99th Tour de France begins Saturday after 
one of cycling’s most eventful offseasons. 

Since last year’s tour, three-time Tour de 
France winner Alberto Contador has been sus- 
pended for using steroids and Lance Armstrong 
has been accused of doping by the U.S. Anti- 
Doping Agency. 

After being rocked by scandals, it’s time for 
cycling to get back in the swing of things and 
show the world that it should be regarded as a 
premier, clean sport. 

I hope that cycling’s “doping era” will not 
define the current generation of cyclists, as most 
participating do not engage in drug use. 

Many critics of cycling point to the recent dop- 
ing allegations of Armstrong as a reason why the 
sport is broken. 

Armstrong, as one of the most drug-tested 


athletes in the history of sports, has never tested 
positive for performance-enhancing drugs. 

The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency, in their allega- 
tion, has not released evidence of Armstrong’s 
alleged past. 

This fact leads me to believe that the U.S. 
Anti-Doping Agency’s case has 
many holes in it and is flawed 
overall. 

The United States govern- 
ment dropped its case against 
Amstrong in February, which makes me believe 
that if the government can’t find Armstrong 
guilty, then I doubt the Anti-Doping Agency will 
be able to. 

* Unless they have direct evidence like in the 
case of Contador, government organizations 
should stop accusing athletes of doping, as it is a 


SHANE NEWELL 


waste of both time and resources. 

Instead of focusing on false doping allegations, 
the public should focus on what’s most important 
— this year’s Tour de France. 

After a shocking conclusion to last year’s race, 
more attention should be focused on last year’s 
champion, Cadel Evans. 

Andy Schleck, who finished 
2nd in the Tour de France in 
2011, will not ride in this year’s 
Tour after a spine injury he 


suffered at a bike race. 


This year’s Tour is anticipated to be just as 
tantalizing and shocking as last year’s. Bradley 
Wiggins, from the United Kingdom, is also a pre- 
race favorite. 

In an era where baseball and football dominate, 
it’s time for cycling to be reborn. 


This is the year for cycling to ‘go big or go 
home.’ 

If the cycling world is rocked by another dop- 
ing scandal like Contador’s, I don’t know if the 
sport will be able to recover. 

When MLB spearheaded the steroid investiga- 
tion in the last few years, the “era of steroids” had 
ended. : 

Very few, if any, baseball players test positive 
for steroids now, thanks to a public awakening 
and awareness. 

If cycling is to survive, its fans will have to 
demand the truth from the racers, officials and 
every person involved. 

Only then can cycling grow again. 

Shane Newell is a sophomore journalism 
student and an assistant news editor for the Daily 
49er. 


Fans eagerly wait to be let in to Warped Tour at the Pomona Fairplex on Friday. The music festival attracts a younger audience and features pop-punk and scene-base bands. 
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Streethght Manifesto, Yellowcard perform at Warped Tour 


The heat didn’t stop 
fans from seeing their 
favorite bands. 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


The lines outside the Pomona Fair- 
plex snaked around as fans queued ear- 
ly to catch some of their favorite bands’ 
performances at this year’s Warped 
Tour. The majority of fans seemed to 
be preteens and teenagers, but that 
didn’t stop some older folks from at- 
tending the festival. 

Streetlight Manifesto, the only ska 
band on the bill, had garnered a large 
crowd despite playing the second time 
slot of the day, with sweaty fans packed 
in against the barricade. 

There was an endless stream of bod- 
ies crowd surfing once the band kicked 
off their set. The only time fans weren’t 
singing along was when the band 
played a snippet of a song off their new 
album. 

Later in the day, Yellowcard took 
the stage to an incredibly large crowd 
with the biggest circle pit. Some fans 
weren’t able to get up close and instead 
decided to sit on the lawn and enjoy the 
music rather than pack in like sardines. 
Frontman Ryan Key revved up fans by 
saying that Yellowcard’s first concert 


had also been in Pomona and earned a 
roar of cheers. 

Bands weren’t the only part of the 
festival; a water slide, a mechanical 
bull and food trucks were only a few 
of the many attractions throughout 
the day. Nonprofit organizations like 
Keep A Breast and Action for Ani- 
mals had informative flyers and mer- 
chandise for sale in hopes of reaching 
out to youth. 

Jordan Ezell, a-senior Cal State 
Long Beach philosophy student, rep- 
resented the nonprofit group Action 
for Animals. Ezell said Warped Tour 
brought a young audience, making it 
easier to spread the message. 

“There’s tons of young kids, and it’s 
easier to educate people when they’re 
younger,” Ezell said. 

Cristina Reynier, who is part of the 
Keep A Breast Foundation, said she 
felt similarly when it came to the all- 
age audience Warped Tour attracts. 

“T think the best thing about the au- 
dience is that kids come here and they 
really want to learn about the organiza- 
tion, so we’re definitely reaching a lot 
of kids too,” Reyneir said. 

Throughout the day, fans had the 
chance to meet with their favorite 
bands. It all depended on how often 
they walked through the tents or if they 
were lucky enough to score a wrist- 
band. 

Mike Brown (alto/baritone saxo- 
phone) of Streetlight Manifesto was 
found hanging around his band’s tent. 
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Despite the ‘intense heat they have 
to endure throughout the weekend, 
Brown said Warped Tour was like day 
camp. 

“My favorite thing about Warped Tour 


_ is probably the food, the fans, and it’s just 


fun,” Brown said. “It’s like being at day 
camp all summer. It’s pretty cool!” 

Justin Sane (vocals) of Anti Flag 
agreed, saying that his favorite part 
was “hanging out with friends.” 

Warped Tour veteran and Side One 
Dummy employee Brent Moye, or bet- 
ter known as Booch on tour, said even 
though he comes to Warped Tour ev- 
ery year he still meets new people and 
new bands. 

“Tt’s definitely rock ‘n’ roll summer 
camp out here,” Booch said. “And ev- 
ery year that I’m out here since I work 
for a record label, the bands continue 
to change so for me it’s refreshing ev- 
ery year to meet new people.” 

Even though many first-time at- 
tendees look forward to Warped Tour 
for the music, there’s much more to the 
festival. The festival promotes activ- 
ism from youth, helps bring a greater 
understanding to different causes and 
allows fans to interact with not only 
musicians but also other people who 
help make Warped Tour possible. 

“Tt’s just one of those experiences. 
You come out here, it’s kind of like a 
carnival without rides,’ Booch said. 
“We're the rides, we’re the show! It’s 
not just the bands on stage but also the 
people that work these tents. We’ve all 
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Brent Moye aka Booch, sells the 
official Warped Tour compila- 
tion album featuring 50 bands. 


got jobs to do but we all try to be re- 
ally happy and do the best that we can, 
not only for the bands but also for the 
fans.” 

Warped Tour was a success with 
more than 16,767. attendees at Pomo- 
na’s Fairplex. Once the festival packs 
up and heads to another state, fans will 
be waiting impatiently for the next 
summer. 
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LBSU track and field team well-represented. at Olympic trials 


Current and former 
49ers have been 
working to punch 
their tickets to 
London for the 2012 
Summer Games. 


By JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


Eugene, Ore. 
Nike and home of the University of Or- 
egon, and every four years it becomes a 
track and field Mecca. 

The Olympic trials are being held 
at Oregon’s Hayward Field for the 
fifth time, and a couple of Long Beach 
State athletes have made the trip. Ben 
Woodruff (javelin) and Matt Maldo- 
nado (1500m run) both traveled north 
to compete in front of tens of thousands 
of spectators for spots on the 2012 USA 
Olympic Team. 

“It’s unreal,” Maldonado said. “The 
whole town is focused on’ the athletes 
and on the trials. There are posters all 
around the city with past and future 
Olympians, and it’s amazing just to be 
a part of this.” 

That sentiment was echoed by 
Woodruff, who just returned from Eu- 
gene after placing 12th in the javelin 
throw on Monday. 

“Tt was awesome. The goal is always 
to get to Oregon — it’s something spe- 
cial,” he said. Unfortunately for Wood- 


is the birthplace of 


ruff, only the top eight qualified for the 
Olympic team and only the top three 
will be competing in London. But for 
someone who has only been throwing 
for three years, even advancing to the 
finals is a notable accomplishment. 
“It’s really cgol to be on that level,” 
Woodruff said. “These are the top 
guys. I looked at the lineup and I saw 


“the names of all of these guys that I 


look up to. Now that I’m at this level, 
I just wonder, how good can | be? [The 
next Olympics] are a long time away, 
but it’s another goal to reach.” 

Woodruff, who graduated from Cal 
State Long Beach just last month, plans 
to take a few months off and eventually 
join a club to continue throwing. 

“I’m just going to have fun with it,” 
he said. “I’ve put a lot of work and ef- 
fort into this sport over the last three 
years, and I’m not going to throw all 
of that away. I definitely have a special 
place for it inmy life now.” 

While Woodruff may be home after 
an exciting couple of weeks, Maldo- 
nado is still up in Eugene competing to 
keep his Olympic dreams alive. 

“It’s every runner’s dream,” Mal- 
donado said. “It’s that little bit of hope 
that keeps people like me going. That 
is the kind of excitement the Olympic 
trials bring, and ipusts want to use it and 
enjoy the experience.” 

Maldonado is seeded 20th in the 
1500m. To make the team, he needs 
to finish in the top three. To do that, 
he needs to improve upon his previous 
mark of 3:37:68 by about four seconds. 

Before he thinks about that, however, 
Maldonado must run at least a 3:35:50, 
the Olympic A standard. The top three 
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Matt Maldonado, now a senior at Long Beach State, competes for a spot on Team USA in the 1500m. 


athletes who meet that standard will 
walk with the rest of Team USA at 
Olympic Stadium. 

“Regardless of what happens here in 
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Eugene, I have had an amazing season,” 
Maldonado said. “I’ve set personal 
bests in every event this year and I have 
dedicated everything to this sport. But 
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the Olympics only happen every four 
years, so I will be giving it my best shot. 
I’m not going to just give up because 
I’m not seeded in the top 10.” 


Reli able transportation a must tand CA drivers license 


